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in the following calendar year. The notices will also report the

3. Research the classification the assessor used - residential,

value established the prior January 2 to be used to calculate the

commercial/industrial, or other - to make certain the

taxes due this year. You have until April 30 of each year to appeal

assessor has it right. An error or mischaracterization can

to the Minnesota Tax Court and challenge the estimated market

result in your paying vastly excessive real estate taxes.

value used to establish the tax due that year. The deadline for
appealing the estimated market value established in 2008 and
used to determine the tax due in 2009 is April 30 of this year.
The deadline for appealing the estimated market value
established as of January 2009 for taxes you will have to pay in
2010 is April 30, 2010.
To contest the amount of taxes payable you need to challenge
the assessor’s estimate of the market value of your property.
There are several items to consider when deciding whether to
make that challenge.

4.	Talk with the assessor. The assessor can provide information
as to how the property was valued and the classification
determined. You may find out that the assessor based the
valuation on incomplete or inaccurate information. You can
even request a new assessment of the property.
5. Prior to filing an appeal with the Tax Court, you can appear
before the local board of appeal and equalization and
present information showing that the assessed value is too
high. Nearly every city has such a board. If you are not
satisfied with the result, you can appeal to the county board

1.	The estimated market value of each tax parcel is available

of appeal and equalization. You do not have to appeal to the

online for nearly every Minnesota county. When compared to

board of appeal and equalization to preserve your right to

similar properties in your area, is the estimated market value

appeal directly to the Tax Court.

of your property out of line? Is there something about the
physical character of your property or its recent history that
makes it different than other properties with the same
estimated market value?
2.	A review of recent sales information for similar nearby
properties may show that the assessor’s estimated market
value is too high for the area or for properties like yours. This
approach is particularly useful for residential property where
the data is often plentiful and readily available through several
real estate brokerage websites.

April 30, 2009 is rapidly approaching. Time is of the essence to
appeal the 2008 estimated market values. At Moss & Barnett,
we can help you evaluate whether an appeal is appropriate,
prepare the necessary filings, coordinate with valuation experts,
negotiate with the assessor, and, if necessary, pursue the matter
in court.
For further information regarding property tax appeals, visit the
website of the city or county assessor where the subject
property is located, the website of the Tax Court, or contact
Moss & Barnett.

Two New Attorneys Have Joined the Firm
Jeffrey S. Waldron has joined our business and wealth preservation
and estate planning practice areas. Jeff received his law degree, with
high distinction, from Drake University Law School and was elected
to the Order of the Coif. Jeff is also pursuing a Master of Laws in
taxation through New York University School of Law. Prior to joining
Moss & Barnett, Jeff was an associate with a large law firm in Des
Moines, Iowa.
Jeff Y. Lin has joined our energy regulation and communications
practice areas. During law school, Jeff worked with us as a law clerk
through our joint internship program with Xcel Energy Inc. Prior to
attending law school, Jeff worked in the accounting and finance
fields. Jeff received his law degree from the University of Minnesota
Law School.
Jeff Waldron and Jeff Lin
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